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Comment: The. following Information on 
the Russian demand for the' demobilization 
of the Rumanian troops not at the front' 
was obtained by source from King Michael , 
Oeorgescu, and others highly placed in 
■ the government. . * v •: 

The ultimatum for demobilizing Rumanian . 
tropns not at the front, whieh was, delivered 
to General Radeseu, Chief of the Rumanian 
General. .Staff, In the name of Marshal 
Mallnovsld by members of the Russian 
‘Armistice Control Commission, on see ■ 

October 1944, wm the culmination of a ' 
lengthy series of discussions and arguments 
between the Russians and the Rumanians 
on .this subject.' 

Source* a Comment: Zt has been stated 

to the undersigned by King Michael, 

Mr. Georgescu and others, that the 
Russian demand for the demobilization 
of all, or substantially Sll^of the 
Rumanian divisions not fighting at the 
front was the principal reason why ' 
General Mihail (the former Chief of 
Staff) resigned. 

The Rumanians hav9 regarded this order 
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as being, entirely outside the terms of the . . :>.Q 
Araistloe, and as. 'amounting to .isrwarbanted' 
add Improper Interference" In Rumanian ' 
lntefnal affalrs on the part of .the' Russians. 

They state that in spite of this, and fo# the ■ 
purpose. of getting along with the Russians, 
they have' been willing t6 give, favorable: ’• 
consideration to the ./Jaaobili ration of a greater .• • 
eeroentage of the Rumanian forces than they 
believe to be wise* but' that iiiey regard five 
division* as being an. absolute minimum necessary . < 
to midnttih! order add, security, throughout the' 
country;' 7 ,• '• r ' 

Moreover, they state t&at for administrative 
reasons "it would' be much more pref er able to - 
haveefive divisions Instead of - three, even if - 
the fly*; divisions, are. much below full strength; 

They . give as the reeSon for this the fact; that v 
five,? skeleton divisions oould . be headquartered 
at the points where the BQ of 'the foriaer five % 

Rumanlen army corps w ere located. In this . : . . " 

manner t^ ; jurisdiction of the Divisional commands 
WoMd: coyfeapbnd to the Jurisdiction of i the" •* . 
resp^tlve. < y|^^ > C^ and ..theye ;■ would .be ho need 

to have a general reanportionmejjt aihd adoinlstrative 
. reorganisation. ... ' ' v ' > V 

As of the afternoon of £6 October, General .Radescu, . 
acting; on the.; advice of various members of the C 
Government, . had refused to sign .the proposed' .v ” 
order of demobilisation.,;. Pursuant to this order,' 
the. dsBobJllzation would reduce the strength 6f the 
Rumanian .armr to the divisions, fighting at the front 
.and three others. Before refusing- £6 sign, Radescu 
had referred the order to Mr. Christa, the head of v 
the Rumanian Commission for the application of the > 

• Armistice terms, apd had been informed by Chris tu 
that, in Ms opinion the order "yes' without the scope 
QOf- the; Armistice' terms'. The Russian ultimatum, 

"which was to have expired at midnight October 28/87, 
was backed by a threat on the part of the Russians 
that they would forcibly disarm the entire Rumania^ 
array not fighting at the front, -unless the Rumanians 
themselves should forthwith comply *d.th the. ultimatum. 

‘ ... ^ ' r ; y X ;** '■ 
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Mr. Staroea stated on the night of 26 October 
that the Rumanians -would refuse to sign the 
order of ’ demobilization, and would permit the 
Russians to dlsarar the Rumanian troops, , in 
order that It could never be said that the 
Rumanians had taken this step voluntarily. 
Starcea further stated that if the Rumanian 
army is to be demobilized. It will be done in 
suon a way that Riuaaia will' appear before 
all the world as having perpetrated this 
act herself, against the will end without the 
acquiescence or the Rumanian Government. 
8taroea remarked that the principal guilt of 
Rumanian Government officials under the 
Aatoneseu regime had been that of kowtowing 
and glviog In to every German- demand which was 
backed by a threat of force; and that in the 
judgment of the present Rumanian Government 
the Russians should not be. substituted for 
the Germans as the lords and masters of 
Rumania 1 s fate. 

At 9.80 on the evening of £6 October, Sing 
Michael stated to source that In order to 
avoid possible conflict and bloodshed' which 
would reiult from a forcible disarming of the 
Romanian troops by the Russians. -General 
Radescu was giving serious consideration to 
signing the order as demanded by the ultimatum 
u nder protest, that is. If he would sign It, 
It would be In such a manner aa to set forth 
In the dearest and most positive language the 
.fact that he had done so under duress and 
coercion, and that such being the case his 
signing wpuld not be, or be deemed to be, a 
voluntary aot. 

On the afternoon of £7 October Mr. Buzesti 
Informed Sounce that General Radescu had 
signed the demobilization order, with the 
above indicated protest, on. £6 October, 
presumably in the late afternoon or .evening. 
Mr. Buzesti stated that he had not been 
informed of this fact until noon on £7 
October, and that he personally had advised 
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against the signing of the. order. On the 
afternoon of 28 October Hr. Ionltiu, the 
King* s secretary, lna conversation with .. 
source, eonflraed tbefsOt that the order 
had been signed by Qeneral Radesou on 
86 October and that the protest had been 
included . He added that the Russians, 
upon being interned, appeared not to ears 
one way or tee other about tee protest, 
but steely teether or not the order hao 
been : signed. 
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